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The back-end 
is very 

important. It 
can make the 

difference 
between 

passing or 
failing.

As a Java coach, Van Eijk typically aims for a veri-
fication moment after downloading the assignment 
and making the design. “The candidate must focus 
well on the specifications that come with the assig-
nment. I check whether all the specifications have 
been met. If not, your assignment will be returned 
right away. We find this verification step essential 
because at this point we can still nudge a candidate 
in the right direction. Of course, we do not intend 
to spell it all out for the candidate.”

“Building the back end is next. This is the most 
important part. Here is where a candidate succeeds 
or fails. With a total of 400 points in the bargain, 
you need to achieve at least 320. Locking alone is 
worth 80 points, so if you fail to get those, you are 
done for,” says van Eijk. At this point, he again 
verifies the progress of the assignment. After that, 
the candidate must complete the work and make 
the right connections and network layers.

“Once you get that right, the end is in sight. We do a 
final verification and check whether the application 
is fit to send in.” The essay assignment follows after 
the assessors have approved the application. “The 
essay typically does not pose great problems. Four 
questions enable you to assert that you built the 
application. It helps if you do it quickly, in order to 
prevent that you forget details,” Van Eijk adds.

Pitfalls
There is a number of issues that merit attention. 
Often, Bakker and Van Eijk see candidates needles-
sly complicate matters. “They tend to make the 
user interface too complex. Sun has very specific 
requirements and it is best to stick to them closely. 
Especially inexperienced programmers fall into this 
trap. They want to prove themselves by adding all 
sorts of nice-to-have features. If you end up using 
more than thirty classes, you should reconsider. 
If you have more than fifty, you are on the wrong 
track, and your work will be judged accordingly. 
Keep it simple and basic,” says Van Eijk. “The risk 
is that you deviate from the requirements and lose 
points unnecessarily,” Bakker adds.

Another pitfall is that people insufficiently verify 
in advance whether their solution will work. “They 
find it hard to test if data is corrupt. Personally, I 
run several tests to make sure everything works,” 
Bakker explains. It also happens that candidates 
start coding rashly without documenting their 
choices. Most of all, Van Eijk points out, you need 
stamina: “You have to keep at it. Start and go on, 
so that you do not forget anything.”

Relevance of the exam
Having certificates is important these days. “It may 
make the difference in a selection procedure for a 
job or a project. It is also an excellent test to distin-
guish the really good Java professionals. 
The Sun exams are quite good; the beta versions 
are tested continuously, which really benefits the 
quality,” says Van de Griendt. “Plus you make a 
statement about yourself: you are willing to invest 
in your own development,” Van Eijk adds.
Those whose passed the developer exam, typically 
consider the process a positive experience. 

Patrick Kik, Software Engineer at 
Sogeti’s, works on the construction 
and maintenance of web applications. 
He passed the SCJD exam. 

Jan-Hendrik Kuperus worked as a 
student assistant and Java teacher at 
the University of Twente. Now he is a 
software engineer at Sogeti’s and 
completed the SCJD certification.

Bé Lise has four years’ of 
experience as a Java Application 
Developer with Atos Origin. 
He took the SCWCD 5 exam. 

David Coppens is Software 
Engineer at the NCIM group and 
before that, he worked at the 
Technical University Eindhoven. 
He passed the SCJD exam.

Figure. 1: The developer path 
in the overall Sun certification 
program.
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With this 
certification, 
you have 
proven you 
can apply the 
knowledge in 
practice.

Four of them shared their thoughts with Java 
Magazine: Patrick Kik, Jan-Hendrik Kuperus, Bé 
Lise, and David Coppens (see insert).

Why did you choose to obtain the Java Developer 
certification?
Kik: “At Sogeti’s, each Java professional takes this 
test as a part of his or her basic training. As a result, 
each professional has demonstrable Java skills. 
After SCJP, this exam is the next logical step. It 
shows that you can apply Java in actual settings.”
Kupers: “For me it was one of the reasons to opt 
for Sogeti. It’s also close to my instructor’s heart; I 
can only explain something well to other people if 
I fully understand it myself. The certificate demon-
strates that you really have mastered the subject.”
Lise: “I chose for SCWD5 because it is part of Atos 
Origin’s J2EE Masterclass. It really comes in handy 
because it increases my chances to win new assig-
nments.”
Coppens: “Most exams test only knowledge, 
whereas SCJD requires you to deliver a working 
piece of software. This show our clients that some-
one can really apply his expertise in actual prac-
tice.

How did you prepare?
Kik: “I did not prepare especially for SCJD.”
Kuperus: “After the Programmer exam, I prepared 
by arranging a working environment in advance 
and reading up on the build tool Ant.”
Lise: “I read three books and every now and then 
a fragment of the official Sun specifications. I also 
used Whizzlabs test exams in the beginning, but 
those turned out to be different than the Sun exams. 
That’s why I failed the first time. Then I used prac-
tice exams of JwebPuls and passed the exam.”
Coppens: “I used the JavaRanch web-site forum a 
lot. There I could discuss the problems I encounte-
red and learn how others coped with them.”

What do you think of the knowledge that is required 
to pass the exam?”
Kik: “Your knowledge must be up to snuff. 
Especially locking is a subject that elicits deep 
thoughts about perfect solutions.”
Kuperus: “The required knowledge varies quite a 
bit. You must be able to work with file input and 
output, locking strategies, network programming, 
and building an interface. A lot really, but not too 
much and they are subjects that you encounter later 
on as well.”
Lise: “You need a lot of knowledge of Servlet and 
JSP technology. Simply reading a book will not get 
you there.”
Coppens: “It’s quite diverse; the assignment was 
very practical. The problems I encountered in the 
assignment I could have stumbled upon in my daily 
work.”

What do you think about the exam?
Coppens: “You can complete the assignment at 
your own pace. Having to write an essay is good. 
It warrants the value of the certificate. You really 
have to prove you wrote the assignment yourself, 
otherwise you fail.”

Are there any parts you missed?
Kuperus: “Not really. The exam pretty much covers 
all frequently used Java SE technologies”
Lise: “I would have liked to see JSF in the exam, 
instead of JSP.”
Coppens: “In SJCP, new features such as generics 
and varargs play a role. You are not yet obliged to 
use them in SJCD. It would be nice if that were 
the case.

What is the value of certification according to 
you?
Kik: “It proves you can apply Java in practice and 
it has great value in the job market.”
Kuperus: “Once you’ve passed this exam, it demon-
strates that you can design, write, and deliver a Java 
application from scratch. You’ve seen all relevant 
topics and you will not be easily surprised.”
Lise: “It shows you have enough theoretical know-
ledge and that you are willing to invest time in 
Java. It comes in handy when you’re doing intakes. 
Practical experience remains the most important 
asset when it comes down to being a good Java 
Developer.”
Coppens: “This is one of the most valuable certifi-
cations. If a candidate has this exam on his or her 
resume, you can safely assume he or she can deliver 
the goods.”� «
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